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OBJECT Mes FOR 1954 


In addition to full and enthusiastic support of our General Assembly’s program, The 
Presbyterian Outlook wilh support these objectives during the coming year: 














1. Thorough preparation of our readers for the Evanston meeting of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and their acquaintance with the most important issues to be faced 
there beginning Aug. 15. ~ 


2. Stimulation of the widest possible participation in the Town and Country Churck 
Development program by churches in towns of 5,000 population and less. 


3. Encouragement of attendance at the New Orleans convention of Presbyteriar 
men Oct. 15-17. 


4. The clearest possible understanding of the issues underlying Presbyterian re 
union and consistent work for the most comprehensive possible union of America 
Presbyterians. 


5. Widely-disseminated information about the Princeton meeting of representative 
of the World Presbyterian family, July 27-Aug. 5. 


6. Evaluation and study of our church’s mission policies in relation to other bodi 
at work on foreign fields, looking toward a more complete and wholehearted coope 
ation. 


7. Support of the United Nations, the National Council of Churches, the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and similar cooperative efforts. 


8. Defense of basic and traditional human rights by which no man can be convicted 
by innuendo or hearsay evidence or without the ability to face his accusers and an- 
swer charges made against him either in church or state. 


9. The encouragement of realistic and meaningful steps by church courts, congre- 
gations, colleges and institutions like Montreat in demonstrating the Christian motive 
and ideal in the elimination of racial segregation and in aiding the South to make a 
constructive adjustment if the Supreme Court rules against segregation in the public 
schools. 


10. Exploration of worthwhile efforts made on Sunday nights by churches that are 
willing to seek to meet the real needs of their community. 


11. Demonstrations of how effective adult Sunday school classes secure (1) vital 
participation on the part of members and (2) effective integration instead of com- 
petition with the total church program. 


12. Stimulation of youth participation in vital summer experiences like work camps 
and other such projects in this country and in different parts of the world. 


“Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” 
—Galatians 6:9. 











Letters to the Editors 
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Union Opponent Dislikes Current Letter 





Explains His Vote 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

As a member of the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union in our 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., I have tried 
to serve as faithfully as possible in carry- 
ing out the instructions of the General 
Assembly and to refrain from controversy 
with certain of the church papers that 
have seemed to report the work of the 
committee in a misleading way. However 
the present paper “Report on Union Ne- 
gotiations” being sent out to all churches 
by the Joint Conference on Union [see 
page 3], meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
November 12, 1953, contains certain state- 
ments that cannot go unchallenged. 

In the second paragraph of that paper 
we read “Without a dissenting vote, the 
joint conference approved the Plan as 
now revised.” That statement must be 
read in the light of action taken in our 
U. S. committee meeting. And in the 
next paragraph we read “We believe 
wholeheartedly that THe PLAN or UNION, 
as now revised and authorized, incor- 
porates the best features of the consti- 
tutional documents of all three churches.” 
The implication of this statement being 
that it expresses the judgment of all 
who voted as stated above. What are 
the facts? 

In the U. S. Committee, Judge Stukes 
of South Carolina and I are opposed to 





THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 


Sam Bisset 
Tampa, Fla. 
Mrs. D. C. McLean 
Blytheville, Ark. 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl 
Jaggers 
Dardanelle, Ark. 
Warren A. Smith 
Orlando, Fla. 


Mr. & Mrs. Joel E. 
May 
Dardanelle, Ark. 


S. K. Wallace 
Lutz, Fla. 


John B. Dickson 
Tampa, Fla. 


Add My Name 


Street & Number 


City, Zone, State 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., t 
first week, January. and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 


of March 3, 1879. 


union at this time by any plan. Dr. Guy 
Gillespie, of Mississippi, is opposed to 
union but feels that this is the best plan 
possible at this time. Dr. J. Ross McCain 
moved on the floor of our committee 
meeting that we delay sending down the 
Plan until it is further revised, for he 
and several presbyteries feel that it 
handles the whole matter so loosely that 
Presbyterian work in the South will be 
jeopardized for years to,come if we unite 
under the present Plant’ Thus four mem- 
bers of our committee are opposed to 
union at this time and have serious*mj , 
givings about the Plan. (Judge Stukés 
was not present when this vote was taken 
but this is his position.) What then does 
the unanimous vote mean?> Se 

We clarified our."position in ovr jown 
committee before we veted. We took the 
position that the General.,Assembly of 
1953 had given us definite idheeygsion to 
complete a plan and submit to the 
1954 Assembly. That is all we were to 
do. The mandate of the Assembly elim- 
inated our expressing our views in favor 
of or in opposition to union, and the 
mandate bound us to submit the best pos- 
sible Plan whether we fully approved or 
not. At Cincinnati we all voted to 
submit the Plan, but at least four of us 
are opposed to union and still have seri- 
ous misgivings about the Plan. 

To obey the Assembly and send a Plan 
along to the church for an expression 
from the whole church is one thing. To 
wholeheartedly approve the Plan and 
send it up for approval is entirely an- 
other. The first was done at Cincinnati; 
the second was not. 

Much has been said recently about the 
times the vote on the Committee has been 
15 to 2. Often this vote reflected a matter 
of parliamentary procedure and not feel- 
ing about union. At the present time 
four of us are opposed to union; though 
for different reasons, and with different 
ideas about what ought to be done. If 
the church paper is correct in indicating 
that the Committee is a cross section of 
the church, then there is a constitutional 
minority that will defeat union at this 
time. 

W. G. Foster, Jr. 
Alexandria, La. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Drs. Gillespie and 
McCain who are mentioned above and 
who were in the Cincinnati meeting were 
asked to comment on the Foster letter, 
but to date they have not. The following 
letter of comment is by the secretary of 
both the U. S. committee and the joint 
committee. 


No Basis for Objection 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

In light of Dr. Foster’s letter [above], 
I have re-read the “Report on Union Ne- 
gotiations” sent to sessions by order of 
the Joint Conference on Union, and I 
see nothing to warrant Dr. Foster's ob- 
jections. 

This is a communication of the Joint 
Conference on Union—not of our US 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union as such. Nor does it pretend 
to interpret the minds of individual mem- 


bers of the conference—certainly not of 
those who were not present at the meet- 
ing. The report of the approval of the 
Plan “without a dissenting vote” means 
that among those present and voting on 
the particular motion, no audible dissent- 
ing vote was heard by the chairman, and 
no dissent was registered in the meeting 
when the vote was pronounced unani- 
mous. 

As I understand parliamentary pro- 
cedure, when the majority of a body votes 
“ves” on a motion, that motion is the 
action of the body, and if there is no ex- 
pressed negative vote, the action is prop- 
erly regarded as a unanimous action on 
the part of those present and voting. It 
is one’s privilege to request the recording 
of a vote in the negative, but in this case, 
no such request was made. 

Surely it would have been unthinkable 
for these chairmen, in reporting this ac- 
tion to the church, to have written: 


“There was no dissenting vote, but it is 


~~ understanding that Dr. So-and-so, 
who was present, is opposed to any 
Plan of Union and that he probably didn’t 
vote, and that So-and-so, who is generally 
opposed to union, was not present and 
could not vote.” 

As Secretary of the Joint Conference, 
I can only express the judgment that the 
three chairmen did an excellent job in 
giving the sessions a concise report of 
this conference. 

FRANK H. CALDWELL 

Louisville, Ky. 


Church Deformed by 
Type of Propaganda 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

My hearty thanks to you for the lead 
editorial Union Could Never Be This Bad! 
in the December 14 issue of THE OUTLOOK. 

Although you have sounded this note 
before, I think it should have been sound- 
ed with the vigor of this particular edi- 
torial long ago. As an interested listener 
to two elders from small congregations 
whose experience was very much akin to 
that of Mr. Emurian, I can personally 
vouch for that part of the editorial. How- 
ever, it is my opinion that the effect of the 
flood of anti-Union propaganda upon many 
other people is equally tragic. 

I believe that the spiritual life of this 
denomination has been weakened and per- 
haps even deformed within the past year 
to the extent that only the healing that 
comes with death and time can bring res- 
toration. The type of propaganda which 
has been disseminated recently is without 
a doubt as near to that of the party of the 
Pharisees as anything we have witnessed 
in our church for years. 

The compelling power of God in Christ 
had only a negligible effect for good upon 
the early Pharisees who had propagandized 
themselves into believing that they, of 
all people, were least in need of any gra- 
cious gift from God. That is why my 
hope that those who disseminate and be- 
lieve this propaganda will in any way lift 
the level of their arguments, is very 
small. 

My hope is that the dissemination of 
some of the material which has been pub- 
lished in your paper will keep others from 
falling into this spirit-deforming attitude. 
Keep up your good work. Above all, keep 
your paper abreast of everything construc- 
tive and report it for the edification of 
souls who want from their church paper 
nourishment for growth rather than am- 
munition for battle. 

BERNARD MUNGER. 
Corinth, Miss. 


at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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2,000 Y. P. IN AUBURN CONVENTION 


Fifth Quadrennial Focuses on “The Christian’s Mission” 


Almost 2,000 young people and their 
leaders from every section of the church 
sat quietly in the new Student Union of 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute as mid- 
night neared. 

There they had come from 160 col- 
leges, 22 states and hundreds of churches 
to think about “The Christian’s Mission” 
in today’s world. 

They had just heard the Assembly’s 
Moderator, Frank W. Price, point them 
to resources of the Christian faith for 
personal living. Now they were being 
led by Oliver Carmichael, Richmond, 
Ky., minister in a service of dedication 
and commitment as they entered a new 
vear. 

They had made their covenant, offered 
a prayer, and heard Centre College’s 
choir, led by Dwight Steere, sing “The 
Man at the Gate of the Year.” 

While they waited in silence, they 
prayed and as they prayed the bell began 
to toll the hour, ending 1953 and usher- 
ing in a new year of what only faith and 
the future would show. 

In the final hour on Friday, Charles 
B. “Chuck” Templeton, evangelist for 
the National Council of Churches, led 
the delegates, most of them college stu- 
dents, to the high point of dedication to 
meaningful and thorough-going personal 
witnessing. 

In addition to platform addresses, there 
were six nightly discussion groups (in 
competition with movies and planned rec- 
reation) and these discussion groups 
packed about 50 delegates in each of the 
six dormitory lounges to shoot questions 
at Dr. Price, John A. Mackay, K. S. 
Latourette, Ben L. Rose, Jas. A. Jones, 
W. Taliaferro Thompson and on one 
night, Templeton. 

David M. Currie, who is the church’s 
director at Campus Christian Life, di- 
rected the convention as his last major 
assignment before going to the Texas 
City, Texas, pastorate. Delegates said he 
ran the big, involved meeting without a 
hitch. He said he had many good help- 
ers from among the young people and 
agency staff personnel. About 1750 
young people and leaders registered. Visi- 
tors swelled the attendance to about 2,000. 

There were so many outstanding im- 
pressions that delegates and leaders found 
it hard to single out the chief ones. They 
liked the addresses beginning with the 
keynote of Dr. Mackay as he pointed to 


Fascism, Communism and _ nationalism 
or racialism as “‘the three great challenges 
the Christian faith faces today,” discuss- 
ing ‘‘The Darkness that Defies the 
Light.” 

They didn’t like what seemed to be 
necessary in regard to Negroes. Con- 
vention leaders were confronted with a 
stubborn fact that would have been a 
problem anywhere they could have gone. 
First, the young people heard by the 
grapevine that the world-famous Negro 
Presbyterian minister of New York, 
James H. Robinson, had his invitation 
withdrawn, not simply on a racial basis 
but because the convention had to be 
held on the Auburn campus or some other 
one like it and the rules governing such 
things are deeply entrenched. They were 
not willing to over-step Auburn’s cour- 
tesy. Besides, any Negro leader would 
doubtless have been expected to stay at 
Tuskegee, about 20 miles away, as the 
35 Negro young people and other leaders 
did, while they ate together, with a few 
white young people joining them, at the 
Westminster student center in Auburn. 

They didn’t like such an unrealistic 
approach to a world racialism problem 
while they felt they were contributing to 


it in a convention that helped to main- 
tain the pattern to that extent—but, 
things being what they are, they didn’t 
know what else they could have done. 
In the convention itself and in all its 
scheduled activities there was no racial 
distinction, but nearer home they saw that 
they had plenty to do. 


Oklahoma Bound 


But the young people aiso placed high 
on the list of convention experiences the 
trips going and coming—in 17 chartered 
buses, five chartered train coaches and 
hundreds of automobiles. There they 
had it their own way and they could 
talk and sing and maybe get a little 
sleep. 

Oklahoma’s bus had added features, 
bringing along two Korean officers train- 
ing at Fort Sill, plus American Indians, 
Latin-Americans and Anglo-Americans. 
They found what the Christian faith can 
do in binding different groups together, 
for as they had their morning devotions 
rolling along the highway, the Koreans 
would sing a verse of a hymn in Korean, 
then came a Spanish verse, then a Choc- 
taw, then one in English. 

And somehow they felt that that Ok- 
lahoma bus was demonstrating something 
pretty important about what the Chris- 
tian faith says and what it can do in 
the midst of a dark world. 





@ Aletter from the joint committee 


Report on Union Negotiations 


To the Sessions, Congregations, and 
Members of The Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A., The Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S., and The United Presbyterian 
Church of N. A. 


Brethren in Christ: 

The joint conference on union, con- 
sisting of the officially delegated repre- 
sentatives of our three churches, has in- 
structed us as chairmen of the three 
denominational committees (commission) 
to report to you the present state of our 
negotiations, and to remind you of the 
orderly procedure which our three Gen- 
eral Assemblies have agreed upon for 
consideration of beth the Plan and the 
question of union itself. 

Recently, in three days of rich fellow- 
ship together, we considered carefully 
and prayerfully the many suggestions 
which have come from our three churches 
for improvement of The Plan of Union. 
These suggestions are in themselves abun- 


dant evidence of the seriousness with 
which our churches accepted the instruc- 
tions of their General Assemblies to study 
and criticize the Plan, and for this we 
rejoice. Many of the suggestions con- 
sidered were duplicates; many had al- 
ready been cared for in revisions made 
since the printing of the Plan in Jan- 
uary, 1953; and many more commended 
themselves to the combined judgment of 
our joint conference and were incorpo- 
rated into the Plan at this meeting. With- 
out a dissenting vote, the joint conference 
approved the Plan as now revised; and 
transmitted it to the officers of the Joint 
Negotiating Committee for final editorial 
revision and submission to the printers. 
It is expected that it will be ready for 
distribution to our churches by early 
spring. 

We believe wholeheartedly that The 
Plan of Union, as now revised and au- 
thorized, incorporates the best features 








of the constitutional documents of all 
three churches. Avoiding innovations, 
we have followed the precedents set by 
our churches. Although each church 
made concessions in various details, the 
Plan, at practically every point, follows 
the provisions and recognizes the prac- 
tices of at least one church. On most of 
the provisions in the Plan, the present 
Constitutions and practices of the three 
churches have long been in agreement. 
In no case has any essential feature of 
Presbyterian belief or practice been lost 
or compromised. 

This plan is the fruit of fifteen years 
of study and negotiation. The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. inaugurated the negotiations in 
1937 with the express intention of bring- 
ing “into one body all the branches of 
our Presbyterian family.” The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. responded immediately; and 
in 1951 at the joint invitation of these 
two churches the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America entered the 
negotiations. 

Parallel conversations are now 
underway among the representatives of 
the boards and agencies of our three 
churches with a view to reaching agree- 
ment upon principles and values to be 
conserved in their consolidation and in 
the continuance of their work. These 


also 


discussions were inaugurated in Atlanta, 
at the end of September, when, after 
exploratory conversations, it was gener- 
ally agreed that there were no insur- 
mountable difficulties which could not be 
resolved through sufficient consultation. 

As to consideration of the Plan and 
of the question of union, identical in- 
structions from our three 1953 General 
Assemblies called for: 

(1) Study of the Plan, suggested revi- 
sions being submitted to the Committees 
up to November 1, 1953 (this has been 
done); 

(2) Such revision of the Plan as the 
representatives of the three Churches 
might agree upon (this was done Nov. 
11-13, 1953); 

(3) Reprinting of the Plan as revised 
(this has been authorized, and will be 
done as rapidly as the editing and print- 
ing can be completed) ; 

(4) Docketing, by the three Stated 
Clerks for consideration by the three 1954 
General Assemblies, the question: “Shall 
the revised Plan proposed by the Per- 
manent Committee (Commission) be ap- 
proved and proposed to the presbyteries 
(for vote) 2” (this is being done). 

We are honor bound to observe this 
schedule. We call attention to the fact 
that the Plan is not yet before the presby- 
teries for vote, and cannot be, except by 
actions of our General Assemblies. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
Joseph L. Auten, Lakeside church, Richmond, Va., and James Appleby, of 
the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia. 


UNPARDONABLE SIN 
What is the unpardonable sin? 


AvuteEN: Briefly, the unpardonable sin 
is not some overt act, some slip, some- 
thing that we might do and wonder 
whether we have done it. In short, it 
is the hardness of heart which denies God 
and continues to deny God until our last 
chance to accept him as the Lord of our 
life is gone. 


DOES PRAYING GET RESULTS? 


Do you get results by praying ? 


AppLeBy: Well, there are countless 
numbers of people who would say yes. 
I'd like to say myself that I feel with 
all my heart that one gets results. It 
depends partly on what we mean by re- 
sults. Does that mean that God always 
answers all of our requests? Our Lord 
once said, “Ask and it shall be given, 
seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall 
be opened unto you.” And yet, on the 
other hand, we are confronted again and 
again in the Word of God with examples 
of petitions that were made that were not 
granted in the form in which they were 
asked. Paul, for example, praved that 


4 


a thorn in the flesh might be removed 
from him; three times he said he prayed, 
but God didn’t answer him in that form. 
The thorn in the flesh still remained and 
yet God said to him, “My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee.” Later Paul said ‘‘I just 
glory in my weakness.” The point is that 
God did not grant his petition. God an- 
swers the “pray-er.” God’s answer is 
always there. We can remember that 
sometimes God answers our request by 
saving No, then again No can be just as 
good an answer. Sometimes it can be 
a kinder answer than Yes. For example, 
this is a very simple illustration, a little 
boy sees a shining piece of metal, he 
wants it and may cry for it because his 
father doesn’t give it to him. His father 
knows that a razor blade is not good for 
the little boy. It is better to say No to 
him rather than to grant his desire. 
Sometimes we ask things which, in our 
finite wisdom, we think is best for us, 
but God, in his infinite wisdom, knows 
it is not best for us, and so he answers 
Wait, or he answers No. Sometimes he 
tells us Wait. We grow impatient be- 
cause he doesn’t grant our petition. God 
answers prayer, but he doesn’t always an- 
swer it in the way we think is best. 


Brethren in Christ, we have reached 
this point in our negotiations after long 
years of study and prayer together; and 
we have besought the Lord’s blessing con- 
tinually upon our joint undertaking. We 
believe that we have felt the guiding hand 
of the Holy Spirit through it all. Now 
we earnestly beseech you all to be much 
in prayer with us that, as we approach 
the decisive moments in our coming Gen- 
eral Assemblies, the Spirit of God shall 
move mightily among us and that his will 
may be done. 

In the name 
Christ, our Lord, 


and service of Jesus 


RatpH W. Lioyp, Chairman, 
Permanent Commission on Interchurch 
Relations, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Tuomas kK. Younc, Chairman, 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Rosert W. Gipson, Chairman, 
Permanent Committee on Church Re- 
lations United Presbyterian Church of 
N. A. 


By order of the Joint Conference on 
Union, at Cincinnati, Ohio, November 
12, 1953 

P. S. To pastors and sessions: We 
urge that this letter be read to all con- 
gregations at some suitable time, so that 
the whole of our three churches may be 
fully informed. 


Florida Leads Synods 
On Evangelistic Index 


In the Synod of Florida it takes only 
14.7 persons to win another Christian, 
whereas, in the Synod of Tennessee it 
takes 34.4. 

These statistics, showing the standing 
of the 16 synods, have been compiled by 
the Assemblv’s Division of Evangelism 
as follows: 
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1. Florida 164 2237 14.7 13.6 

2. Oklahoma 45 292 19.8 6.5 
3. Kentucky 156 ; 





4. Texas 372 3661 24.4 9.8 
5. Missouri 116 894 25.1 7.7 
6. North Car, 624 123,928 4723 26.1 7.5 


. West Va. 128 30,362 1148 26.4 8.9 





GEN. ASSEMBLY 

3733 744,922 27,422 27.1 7.3 
8. Louisiana 127 25,735 930 27.6 7.3 
9. Appalachia 229 41.649 1498 29.9 5.45 
10. Virginia 464 102,788 3556 28.9 7.6 


11. Arkansas 137 
12. South Car. 306 


21,238 727 29.2 6.5 
54,985 1876 829.3 6.1 


13. Miss. 250 31,080 1040 29.9 4.16 
14. Alabama 202 32,909 1100 29.9 5.45 
15. Georgia 284 55,877 1833 30.5 6.5 


16. Tennessee 129 28,313 824 34.4 6.4 
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@ For the 


world family of Presbyterian and Reformed churches . 


IT WILL BE PRINCETON, 1954 


N INVITATION to all constituent 

churches of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance (Alliance of Reformed Churches 
throughout the World Holding the Pres- 
byterian System) to send delegates to the 
17th General Council of the alliance at 
Princeton, N. J., July 27-Aug. 5, 1954, 
has gone out from headquarters of the 
alliance in Geneva, Switzerland, signed 
by Edward J. Hagan, of Edinburgh, 
Scotland, president; Marcel Pradervand, 
of Geneva, executive secretary; and 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, of Maryville, Tenn., 
American secretary and chairman of the 
Committee on Preparations. 


The last meeting of the General Coun- 
cil was held in Geneva in 1948. 


The theme of the 17th General Council 
will be, “The Witness of the Reformed 
Churches in the World Today.” Five 
sub-themes to be considered by five study 


sections will be: (1) The Reformed 
Churches and the Ecumenical Move- 
CHURCHES 


No. of 


British Isles 

Presbyterian Church of England 30 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland 554 
Church of Scotland 2410 
United Free Church of Scotland 23 


Free Church of Scotland 160 
Reformed Presby. Church of 

Scotland 6 
United Original Secession Church 17 
Presbyterian (Calvinist Methodist) 

Church of Wales 1440 

Totals 5041 
Continental Europe 
Reformed Church of France 521 
Reformed Church of Alsace 

& Lorraine 50 
ZJelgian Christian Miss. Church 43 
Union of Evangelical Prot. 

Ch. of Belgium 22 
Feder. of Prot. Chs. of Switzerland 1150 
Waldensian Church in Italy 60 
Evangelical Church of Greece 15 
Reformed Church of Austria 6 
Reformierter Bund Deutschlands 750 
German Ref. Church in Denmark 1 
Reformed Church in the 

Netherlands 1400 
Reformed Church of Rumania 719 


Reformed Church of Latvia — 
Evang. Reformed Church in Poland 7 


Reformed Church of Hungary 1203 
Reformed Church in Slovakia 208 

Evangelical Church of Czech 
Brethren 247 
Reformed Ch. in Yugoslavia 72 
9 


Evangelical Presby. Ch. of Portugal 1 
Totals 6486 

Africa 

Bantu Presby. Ch. of South Africa 64 

Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk 
van Afrika 

Ned. Gereformeerde Kerk in 
Suid-Afrika 305 

Ned. Gereformeerde Kerk van Natal 52 
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Voting 
Congregations Delegates 


ment; (2) The Outreach of the Church 
(Evangelism, Missions, Education, Cul- 
ture); (3) The Several Ministries of 
the Church; (4) The Church’s Freedom 
and Responsibility in Relation to the 
State and Society; and (5) Renewal of 
the Church’s Inner Life, Personal and 
Corporate. 


Need Reformed Witness 


Alliance headquarters, in issuing the 
call, observed: “At this time in world 
history it is essential that the followers 
of Christ take counsel together, and the 
world and the church sorely need the 
‘Witness of the Reformed Churches in 
the World Today.’ ” 

The meeting will be held on the 
campus of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary, where 10 buildings will be placed 
at the disposal of the council. 

During two or three days of the meet- 
ing there will be a meeting of the Wom- 


QUOTAS 
Corresponding 
Members 


CHURCHE 


n 


en’s International Union, which has a 
special official relationship to the al- 
liance. The alliance has not yet decided 
whether there will be a youth meeting, but 
formulae for appointment of women and 
youth, as well as council delegates, have 
been drawn up. 


The formula for appointment of del- 
egates to the council is (1) two delegates 
allowed per each 100 congregations or 
fewer, up to 500 congregations; and (2) 
one delegate for each additional 250 con- 
gregations or fraction thereof above 500 
congregations. The formula for women 
and youth corresponding members is one 
for each church of less than 1,400 con- 
gregations, two for each with 1,400 to 
2,800, three for each with 2,800 to 4,200, 
four for each with 4,200 to 5,600, and 
five for each with 5,600 or more congre- 
gations. 


Following is a table with allocations of 
quotas: 


QUOTAS 


Corresponding 











No. of Voting Members 
Women Youth Congregations Delegates Women Youth 
Ned. Gereformeerde Kerk i.d. 
§ 1 1 Oranje-Vryst. 112 4 1 1 

11 1 1 Ned. Herv. of Geref. Kerk v. 

18 2 2 Suid-Afrika 218 6 1 1 
4 1 1 Presbyterian Ch. of South Africa 98 2 1 1 
4 1 1 Presbyterian Ch. of the Gold Coast 60 2 1 1 
2 1 1 Totals 1041 30 8 8 
2 1 1 

Asia 

14 2 2 United Church of Northern India 1000 12 1 E 

— — — United Ch. of Christ in the 

63 10 10 Philippines 532 11 1 1 

Church of Christ in Japan 1307 14 1 1 
Presbyterian Church in Formosa 200 4 1 1 

11 1 1 Presbyterian Church in Korea 2346 18 2 3 
: Dutch Ref. Church in Ceylon 10 2 1 1 
: 1 1 Evangelical Synod of 
é 1 Syria & Lebanon 58 2 1 1 
2 1 1 we aE si 

13 1 1 Totals 9453 63 8 8 
3 ' ; Australasia 
a 1 1 Presbyterian Church of Australia 610 11 1 1 
= Presbyterian Church of 

ua : New Zealand 365 8 1 1 
- Presbyterian Church of 

New Hebrides 24 2 1 1 

14 2 2 aoe — —_ 

11 1 . Totals 999 21 3 3 

a U.S. and Canada 
e Assoc. Reformed Presby. Church 146 4 1 
4 1 1 Evangelical and Reformed Church 2746 19 2 2 
F 1 1 Free Magyar Reformed Church 20 2 1 1 
‘ 1 1 Presbyterian Church in Canada 624 11 1 1 
> 1 1 Presbyterian Church of Jamaica 95 2 1 1 
ii Presbyterian Church in the US 3706 23 3 3 

104 pa 20 Presbyterian Church in the USA 8552 43 5 5 
Reformed Church in America 763 12 1 1 
Reformed Church of 
9 1 1 Lithuania (U.S.A.) 1 2 1 1 
United Church of Canada 2676 19 2 2 
4 1 1 United Presbyterian Church 827 12 1 1 
g 1 1 Totals 20156 149 19 19 
2 1 1 (Continued on nest page) 
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CHURCHES 
No. of 


Latin America 

Presbyterian Church of Mexico 350 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil 410 
Igreja Crista Reformada do Brasil 5 
Presbyterian Church in Venezuela 10 
Presbyterian Church in Colombia 25 
Presbyterian Church of Trinidad 100 


Totals 900 


Voting 
Congregations Delegates 


QUOTAS 


Corresponding Members 


Corresponding Delegates omen Youth 
Members Summary 
Women Youth British Isles 63 10 10 
Continental Europe 104 20 20 
8 1 1 Africa 30 8 8 
8 1 1 Asia 63 8 g 
2 1 1 Australasia 21 3 3 
2 1 1 United States and Canada 149 19 19 
2 1 1 Latin America 24 6 6 
2 1 1 = = = 
ic = Fa Totals 454 74 74 
24 6 6 


@ Provided by the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches for the week of January 18-25. 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 


 temetge much we desire to see 
growing evidence of the unity of the 
Church of Christ, we can expect very 
little if we do not pray fervently. Es- 
pecially during these eight days should 
we join with Christians of many confes- 
sions and tongues in beseeching God to 
remove the barriers which separate his 
people from one another. 


It is appropriate that all who take ac 
tive interest in the work of the World 
Council of Churches should observe this 
octave of prayer. Let the burden or our 
prayers be that each function of the 
World Council’s various departments 
shall be blessed and guided by God to 
serve the cause of unity. Particularly let 
us pray for the work of the Faith and 
Order Commission, and for all prepara- 
tions being made for the Second Assem- 
bly to be held in August, 1954. 


The litany, intentions and prayers may 
be used for private or corporate devotion. 
They may be reproduced in any form, 
and translated into various languages, so 
that as many Christians as possible will 
pray for the manifestation of our given 
unity in Jesus Christ, the Hope of the 
world. 


Prayers 


Eternal and merciful God, who art the 
God of peace and not of discord: have 
mercy upon thy church, divided in thy 
service; and grant that we, seeking unity 
in Christ, and in the truth of thy holy 
Word, with one mind and one mouth 
may glorify thee, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. AMEN.—LaNceELot AN- 
DREWES. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say 
to thine apostles, Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you; regard not our 
sins, but the faith of thy Church, and 
grant it that peace and unity which are 
agreeable to thy will; who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. 
AMEN.—Roman Missa. 


Litany for Unity 

Almighty God, who didst make with 
us the New Covenant and said, I will be 
their God and they shall be my people, 


Forgive and heal our divisions. 
Merciful God, who didst name thy Son 


Jesus, that he should save his people 
from their sins, 


Forgive and heal our divisions. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who didst promise 


that where two or three are gathered in 
thy name, thou art in their midst, 


Unite us in thy truth. 
Son of the Living God, who didst as- 
sure thine apostle that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against thy church, 


Unite us in thy truth. 


Good Shepherd, who wilt gather all 
thy chosen sheep in one fold, so there 
will be one flock, 


Unite us in thy truth. 


Lamb of God, who didst give thyself 
for the church and make it one Body in 
the baptism of the one Spirit, 


Unite us in thy truth. 


Bread of Life, who didst give the one 
Loaf and the one Cup for the nourish- 
ment of the church which is thy Body, 


Unite us in thy truth. 


Spirit of God, who dost bestow diver- 
sities of gifts upon Thy people for the 
edification of all, 


Maintain our unity in the bond of peace. 

Holy Spirit, who dost help our weak- 
ness of prayer and make intercession for 
us, 


Maintain our unity in the bond of peace. 


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God 
everlasting, forgive and heal our divi- 
sions, unite us in thy truth, maintain our 
unity in the bond of peace. AMEN 


Daily Intentions of Prayer 


January 18: For sincere penitence be- 
cause of our perpetuation of divisions, 
and for wisdom and honesty to prevent 
penitence from being self-delusion. 

January 19: For the guidance of all 
persons working for the expression of 
Christian unity, and especially for those 
pursuing studies on problems of Faith 
and Order. 

January 20: For the change of atti- 
tude of all enemies of Christian unity, 
whether active opponents of the Ecu- 
menical Movement, or passive supporters 
of existing divisions. 

January 21: For the realization of 
unity in truth by all those engaged in 
negotiations for the union of separated 
churches. 

January 22; For the strengthening of 
Christians living under conditions of 
tyranny, oppression, or natural disasters, 
and the preservation of their experiences 
of unity. 

January 23: For the chastening and 
enlightening of churches which are too 
comfortable in the world to be concerned 
about disunity. 

January 24; For the encouragement of 
all churches to find unity in their wit- 
ness to the gospel, and to make Christ’s 
love known to people outside the church. 

January 25: For the clearer under- 
standing and deeper faith of all Chris- 
tians in the redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ and in the hope for the coming o/ 
God’s Kingdom in perfect unity. 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


Jan. 12 — Charleston, S. C., Second 
church: Francis Pickens Miller, Char- 
lottesville, Va., and James A. Jones, 
Charlotte, N. C., both speaking for Pres- 
byterian reunion. 

Jan. 26— Dallas, Presbytery, First 
church, Dallas; Frank H. Caldwell, 
Louisville, Ky., and Francis Pickens 
Miller, FOR; Chas. G. McClure, Char- 
lotte, N. C., and Paul D. Hastings, Reids- 
ville, N. C., AGAINST. 7:00 p. m. 
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They Saw His Glory 


By JOSEPH 


OME months ago I was in Korea and 

fell into a conversation with an emi- 
nent Korean surgeon. Our armed forces 
had built for him a simple clinic and 
hospital behind the lines for Korean 
civilians. 

He gave himself with great abandon 
to his work of healing. I was sitting with 
him one afternoon when be turned to me 
and said rather sharply, “Why are you a 
Christian? What good does itdo? And 
what does Christ really mean to you? 
Does he give you something which you 
would never have without him?” 

In one way or another, that question 
is being asked all up and down the world 
by multitudes of people. You do not 
understand this age until you become 
aware of the sense of emptiness of 
people’s lives. They are haunted by a 
wistfulness. They seem like those who 
live on streets which have no foundations, 
eat food which does not nourish, live in 
houses which do not shelter. 

There is an appalling sense of frustra- 
tion in the life of our age. People are 
homesick, crying out for something to 
which they can cling, something to give 
them assurance and hope. What they 
want to know is what Christ can do for 
the individual. It must be something 
that rises out of experience. 

I am thinking of what Thomas Car- 
lyle said to a young minister who had 
come to the parish church. Visiting with 
Carlyle, he said to him, “What can a 
man like me do in a parish like this?” 
Thomas Carlyle looked at him and said, 
“What this parish needs is someone who 
knows God otherwise than by the meth- 
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ods of hearsay.” 

People have become so entangled by 
life that they want to know, “What can 
I do to be saved?” The greatest single 
need of our time, therefore, is the redis- 
covery of Jesus. 

If that is true, then the greatest single 
need of the church is that its members 
shall once again become witnesses by both 
word and deed. We must go back to the 
testimony of long ago—‘‘This one thing 
I know: whereas I was blind, now I see.” 
If half the Christians in the church could 
go back into the world shouting that con- 
viction, a whole new age would come into 
being. 

We belong to a generation which is 
waiting for someone to tell them what 
Christ means and can do for them, who 
has seen what no one else has seen and 
who has felt what no one else has felt 
and who has heard a voice which no one 
else has heard. The words ‘‘witness” and 
“testimony” must come back into the 
vocabulary of the Christian. 

For this reason, I would like to suggest 
that . . . we go back once again to the 
Gospels to discover what Christ meant 
to those whose lives he touched and who 
saw his glory. . . . If we can see once 
again what he meant and did for those 
who crossed his path, we can perhaps 
rediscover what we, in his name, can do 
for our time. Through a study of some 
who saw his glory may we come to a new 
gratitude for what he has done, and a 
new resolve to tell it to the world. 


cae A 
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It is the ministry of witness which is 
supremely needed in the world and for 
which it is turning to the Christian 
Church. A wistful world is turning to 
the church. God forbid that we should 
trail in the dust mankind’s golden hope. 
—From The Universal Week of Prayer 
topics issued by the Joint Department 
of Evangelism, National Council of 
Churches. 


Stillman and Lees-McRae 
Get Southern Rating 


Stillman College, the Assembly’s insti- 
tution for Negroes at Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
and Lees-McRae, a junior college of the 
Presbyteries of Holston and Concord, 
have both been elected to membership in 
the Southern Association of Colleges. 

Checks for $5,000 have been sent both 
institutions by the Board of Christian 
Education because of this achievement. 


Mrs. Wilson Dies 

Mrs. S. L. Wilson, the former Mary 
Pearson, died at the home of her son-in- 
law, H. Kerr Taylor in Dallas, Texas, 
Dec. 27, at the age of 84. 

In addition to Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Wil- 
son is survived by two minister sons, 
Eugene T., Atlanta; Parks W., Baton 
Rouge, La.; and Frank P., Alexandria, 
Va., not a minister. 

She was the widow of Samuel Lytle 
Wilson, a minister, who died in 1914. 
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EDITORIAL 


They Did Something in 
1953! 


Let us look back across 1953 and pay 
our tributes to at least some of the indi 
viduals and groups who deserve praise, 
thanks and encouragement because of out- 
standing service rendered, or a brave wit- 
ness borne, during the past year. We 
must all recognize that these are onl) 
samples of many more that could—and 
should—be listed. 

FLORA MACDONALD, CENTRE, HAMp- 
DEN-SYDNEY COLLEGES joined in the sig- 
nificant vocational testing and counsel- 
ling program sponsored by the Board of 
Christian Education. 





Sr. Jouns Presbytery in Florida 
roundly denounced those “adverse in- 
fluences” which “tend to bring friction 
between the presbytery and its ministers, 
or between ministers and their sessions, 
congregations or church organizations.” 

The Synod of NortH CAROLINA se- 
cured a $50,000 grant from the Ford 
Foundation for an important study of its 
schools and colleges. 


8 


The First Church, CLEBURNE, TEXas, 
was the first church in the entire Assem- 
bly to pay its three-year quota ($579) in 
full on the $2,000,000 Negro work cam- 
paign. 

LovutsvILLe’s Presbyterian and Bap- 
tist Seminaries stepped boldly forward 
in the midst of the RSV Bible controversy 
and gave their strong support to the new 
volume. 

A commission of the Synod of Nortu 
CAROLINA worked out an agreeable rela- 
tionship between the Barium Springs or- 
phanage and the neighboring church, 
placing upon the Home the primary re- 
sponsibility for the spiritual development 
of the children. 

In Georcia eight denominations join- 
ed forces to get a state council of churches 
underway. 

RICHMOND, Va., Protestant ministers 
merged three ministerial groups to form 
one interdenominational, interracial or- 
ganization. 

FLoRA MACDONALD College inaugu- 
rated a million-dollar campaign with a 
notable 60th anniversary celebration. 

East HANOVER Presbytery took quick 
and effective steps to secure the valuable 
Overbrook church property for use by 
the new and developing All Souls Negro 
congregation. 

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN, in a ring- 
ing statement, stood up to challenge pres- 
ent efforts that undermine our basic free- 
doms. 

The SyNop or TEXAs took important 
constructive steps toward the more effec- 
tive care and placement of dependent 
children by employing trained personnel 
to direct this program. 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

took aggressive steps encouraging the 
movement toward Presbyterian reunion; 

ordered an important and 
study of Montreat College; 

upheld traditional Presbyterian in- 
terpretations of church property ; 

sought a basically Christian attitude 
toward divorce and re-marriage; 

asked for an important Christian 
Relations 1954 study of segregation; 

called for joint nationwide planning 
in church extension in coordination with 
United and USA Presbyterians. 

LEADERS in the churchwide $2,000,000 
Negro work campaign saw the goal well 
oversubscribed ahead of schedule. 

THomas W. Currie, Jr., Dallas, con- 
ceived and sponsored the plan adopted by 
the Assembly calling for nationwide pool- 
ing of Presbyterian resources in a united 
extension effort. 

The CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN Gen- 
eral Assembly voted to open the doors of 
its theological seminary, as our four sem- 
inaries do, to qualified Negro candidates 
for the ministry. And the UNIVERSITY 
or Tusa (Presbyterian) enrolled its first 
Negro student last fall, the first private 
college in Oklahoma to do so. 

The SyNop OF VIRGINIA voted unan- 


basic 


imously to instruct Massanetta’s board 
of trustees ‘‘to permit unsegregated con- 
ferences there.” 

Texas Presbyterian (U.S.-USA) col- 
lege students responded enthusiastically 
to the challenge of James H. Robinson to 
get 25,000 books for a mission school 
library on the Gold Coast of Africa and 
they also pledged $5,000 to help employ 
a librarian. 

KENTUCKY Presbyterians plan a cam- 
paign beginning in May for $850,000 for 
their colleges and seminary. (The sem- 
inary’s total campaign is for $2,000,000.) 

LOUISVILLE Seminary celebrated a 50 
vear demonstration of the fact of basic 
Presbyterian, U.S.-USA unity. 

G. T. GILLEsPIE, Mississippi's repre- 
sentative on the Assembly’s Committee on 
Union, told his synod that in the event 
of Presbyterian reunion he does ‘‘not 
propose to be a member of a seceding 
group.” 

Kinc College constituents prepare for 
an all-out million-dollar campaign. 

RaLpH L. Roy wrote Apostles of Dis- 
cord,* unmasking some of the nefarious 
efforts which are being made to under- 
mine an effective Christian and coopera- 
tive witness in this country. 

The Crestview, Fla., church main- 
tains a unique and enthusiastically sup- 
ported youth center serving hundreds of 
children, young people—and adults. 

Protestant ministers of RICHMOND, 
Va., pledged themselves to seek repeal 
of laws requiring racial segregation on 
common carriers and in public assemblies 
in the state. 

UnITED CHURCH WOMEN strongly 
challenged opponents of the United Na- 
tions, favored ending segregation in pub- 
lic schools, reported a major study of 
the status of women in the churches. 

In a major statement Roman Catholic 
Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh 
(N.C.) told his people, ‘“‘As pastor of 
vour souls, I am happy to take the re- 
sponsibility for any evil which might 
result from different races worshipping 
God together, but I would be unwilling to 
take the responsibility of those who re- 
fuse to worship God with a person of 
another race.” 

CRESTVIEW, Fla., Presbyterian church 
and the MonTGoMERY church, Savannah, 
Ga., won citations as ‘‘Rural Churches of 
the Year” by Emory University’s Town 
and Country Church Development Pro- 
gram. The MontGcoMeEry church was 
one of two runners-up in the southwide 
contest. 

UNION SEMINARY’s (Va.) Robert W. 
Kirkpatrick has (1) pioneered the way 
in developing the Chas. G. Reigner Li- 
brary of Recorded Sermons, providing 
the largest and probably the first such 
collection of sermons for study and cir- 
culation, and (2) last summer headed a 
preaching clinic patterned along a new 
line. 


*Beacon Press, Boston. $3.75. 
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The PresByTERIAN, USA, General 
Council sounded a strong note of warning 
that some investigative methods violate 
basic rights and that Communism and 
other dangers must be fought not nega- 
tively but positively and in line with our 
national and Christian heritage. 

The CHRISTIAN RELATIONS Council 
and the BoarRD OF WOMEN’s WorK dis- 
tributed throughout our church an im- 
portant study of segregation and the 
schools accompanied by a_ penetrating 
statement of the moral issues involved. 

Members of the BEAL HEIGHTs church, 
Lawton, Okla., did an outstanding job 
in welcoming into their homes and church 
Korean officers being trained at nearby 
Ft. Sill. 


Jorst CoMMITTEEs negotiating Pres- 
byterian reunion completed a long and 
arduous task, wading through voluminous 
suggestions and amendments, adopting 
many, and sent the revised Plan of Union 
to the printers. 

YounG PropLe of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., USA and United churches joined 
in a strong statement calling for union 
of their churches. 

The HyMNnaL CoMMITTEE, preparing 
a Presbyterian volume for six denomina- 
tions, completed its work during the year 
and the process of publication will now 
get underway. 

*K * * 

Brief letters calling attention to in- 

evitable omissions will be welcomed. 





Preliminary footnote to Acts 


THREADS IN THE PATTERN OF ACTS 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





ie THE CASE of some books of the 
Bible, we should not have missed 
them had they been lost. If Mark, for 
example, had not been preserved to us 
as it is, we should have had all but a 
very few of its verses in the other two 
Synoptic Gospels. If one of Paul’s let- 
ters, say the one to the Philippians, had 
heen lost to the world, we would have lost 
« Christian treasure to be sure, but we 
could not have known what we had miss- 
ed, for no reference to that letter is found 
elsewhere in the New Testament. 

But if the book of Acts had been lost, 
we could hardly have helped missing it. 
There are four Gospels, but only one 
Acts. There are over a dozen epistles 
of Paul, but only one Acts. We should 
have missed the one and only writing 
from early Christian times which sets out 
to tell about the way the Christian faith 
spread into the world. There would be a 
glaring gap without this book. 

Like all books, this one has a pattern. 
In the pattern are certain threads which 
the mind’s eye can pick up at the begin- 
ning and follow through to the end. At 
least four of them are already visible in 
Chapter 1. 

1. The Holy Spirit. The book orig- 
inally had the simple title The Acts, some 
scholars believe. At any rate, it has 
often been suggested that the fuller title 
might well be The Acts of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit is the principal char- 
acter, if by this we mean the most decisive 
personal influence in the developing 
events. Already in chapter 1, the Spirit 
is associated with Jesus’ teachings (v.2) ; 
the “baptism of the Spirit” is promised 
(v.5); an Old Testament quotation is 
ascribed to the Holy Spirit (v.16). It 
is quite a mistake to think that the 
earliest Christians knew nothing about 
the Spirit before Pentecost. Already be- 
fore Pentecost they thought of Christ’s 
teachings as “given .. . through the Holy 
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Spirit”; they consulted a Spirit-inspired 
book for guidance; and they awaited 
with confidence the as yet unknown ex- 
perience of Spirit-baptism. All through 
the story of Acts the reader will encounter 
the Holy Spirit, always (as in the open- 
ing scenes) the Divine Directive. 

(Questions may arise in the reader's 
mind: How did the Christians know 
that this was the Spirit of God? Can we 
have the same experiences they had, and 
the same certainty? If the book of Acts 
does not answer those questions directly, 
it at least offers some important clues. 

2. The Church. This word (in the 
best Greek texts) does not occur until 
chapter 5; but the thing is already before 
us from the start. Here is a group of 
Apostles, carefully named, with Peter 
their leader; here are “the” women and 
the family of Jesus; here are 120 persons 
collectively called “the brothers.” [The 
Greek has no _ high-flown word like 
“brethren”; just the simple ordinary 
plural of brother is good enough for the 
writer.] A company of persons who 
knew and believed in Jesus; who took 
his commands seriously; who acted and 
worshipped in unison; who responded to 
leadership; who understood that their 
business above all was to bear witness to 
Jesus; this was the church and this is the 
church today. 

The reader of Acts will find the church 
everywhere, not as a hazy kind of thing 
to which the various characters belong, 
but as a living fellowship. 

Next to the Holy Spirit, the church is 
the leading character of Acts. 

3. The Witness. As every student of 
Acts has been told, Acts 1:8 is the keynote 
of the book. It can be complained that 
the writer never follows up his stories 
nor finishes them; that “Acts of the 
Apostles” is a complete misnomer, that 
a better title would be “Acts of a Very 
Few of the Apostles.” But the author of 


Acts (whom we may assume to be Luke) 
would not have been bothered by such 
criticisms. His interest is not in per- 
sonalities first of all. His interest is in 
the message that these personalities car- 
ried, interpreted, communicated and 
lived. 

Peter's statement about the qualifica- 
tions of a successor to Judas is highly 
significant. He does not lay any stress 
on “leadership qualities,” none at all 
on direct appointment by Jesus (for that 
of course was out of the question), not 
on the usual points stressed when church 
officers are elected nowadays. The one 
question was: How well did he know 
Jesus? Was he with Jesus the whole 
time from the baptism to the resurrec- 
tion? (By the way, the fact that two 
men are found who had been with our 
Lord during that entire time, but who 
are not mentioned even once in any of 
the four Gospels, shows how incomplete 
the Gospels are, viewed as ordinary biog- 
raphy. The focus of the Gospels is not 
cn Jesus’ friends, it is on Jesus himself.) 

It might be a wonderful idea if in 
electing officers of any kind in the church 
of today, we asked just these two ques- 
tions: How much does he know about 
Jesus? and, Is he willing to tell others 
what he knows? 

/, The Layman. Again a word that 
does not occur in Acts, not even in the 
New Testament. But the thing is there, 
the persons are there whom we now call 
“laymen,” “church members,” the “rank 
and tile’; people who elect but are never 
elected. It will be noted that women 
are p-ominently mentioned, as is Luke’s 


habit. These laymen are not here called 
by any such odd technical name. They 
are just called brothers, women. Other 


names will emerge for them later on. But 
wlready in the very first chapter, these 
brothers and sisters are the church. They 
do not get into it by way of the Apostles. 

The church is not some divine Insti- 
tution over the heads of the people; the 
church is the people, the people are the 
church. Within the church some are 
leaders, some are not; it is an orderly 
fellowship, not a mob. But when it comes 
to selecting another leader, the people are 
called in, and do all that can humanly 
be done to select the right man. It will 
be argued yet for a long time whether 
Peter was within his rights in calling 
for the election; but right or wrong, he 
put the choice up to God and the people. 

To this very day, a church decays when 
the lavmen leave to God or the preachers 
the witness and the work that is their own 
to bear and to do. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Moderator Says No 
Commissioner Should 
Be “Instructed” 


Should a presbytery instruct its com- 
missioner to the General Assembly as to 
his vote on a matter that is to be before 
that body ? 

The Assembly’s Moderator, Frank W. 
Price, gives a decided NO to that inquiry 
in his monthly newsletter. He writes: 

“Some presbyteries have already elected 
their commissioners to the 1954 General 
Assembly and others will do so within the 
next two or three months. Presbyterian 
principles of church government are 
against ‘instructed delegates’ but in view 
of the important issues before our church 
we can all pray that able and consecrated 
men may be sent, who will be responsive 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit and faith- 
ful in carrying out their responsibilities 
to Christ and his church.” 


Likes USA Statement 


Dr. Price also commended the recent 
“Letter to Presbyterians,” by the General 
Council of the USA Church (OvuTLOOK, 
Nov. 16, 30). “Personally,” he says, ‘I 
would give it my strong approval. It 
seems to me to be a powerful anti-Com- 
munist paper and equally emphatic in 
its opposition to undemocratic and un- 
Christian methods of combatting Com- 
munism.” 


In N. Y. Meeting 


The letter also reports a recent three- 
day meeting of the Assembly’s ad interim 
committee on World Missions in New 
York. Five members of the committee 
“met there in order to secure interviews 
with secretaries of other denominational 
mission boards and with representatives 
of various inter-church organizations. 
Their wholehearted commitment to Christ 
and his Kingdom and their wide outlook 
and valuable experience proved very 
stimulating and helpful to the commit- 
tee in preparation of its report.” He 
continues : 
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UNION SEMINARY FELLOWS—Fellowship awards for advanced study 
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have been announced for the Union Seminary (Va.) seniors shown here, 
standing, (I. to r.), Robt. H. Ramey, Jr., John S. Lyles, William B. Kennedy. 
Seated, J. Randolph Taylor, Richard F. Perkins, and Jimmie R. Hollands- 


worth. 





“One day we were invited for luncheon 
with Dr. Frank P. Graham, India-Pakis- 
tan Mediator at the United Nations. Dr. 
Graham is a Presbyterian elder. ... He 
has a wide circle of acquaintances in the 
United Nations headquarters and seems to 
be greatly admired and beloved there. 
. .. We should be thankful for Dr. Gra- 
ham and all Christian men and women 
who work in the United Nations. Let us 
pray constantly for the U.N., as our 1953 
General Assembly directed.” 


Annual Fellowship 
Awards Are Made 


e Austin Seminary 





Five fellowships have been awarded 
by the faculty of Austin (Texas) Sem- 
inary. These awards provide the oppor- 
tunity for additional advanced study, 
usually for one year, to members of the 
senior class. The students receiving them, 
together with their colleges and home 
towns, follow: 

William J. Boand (Davidson), Dal- 
las; L. B. Horn (Davidson), San An- 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 





1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1954 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 


Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
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tonio; Andrew A. Jumper (Mississippi), 
Byhalia, Miss.; Earl C. Scott, Jr. (Rice), 
Ft. Worth; and John R. Shell (Mary- 
ville), Pine Bluff, Ark. 


e Union Seminary, Va. 





Six fellowships at Union Seminary in 
Virginia, awarded “on the basis of dis- 
tinguished merit and exceptional promise 
of efficiency in the ministry,” are listed 
below, showing the name of the fellow- 
ship in addition to the college and home 
town of the recipient: 

Hoge Fellowship: Robert H. Ramey, 
Jr. (Hampden-Sydney), Danville, Va.; 
Larus: Jimmie Reid MHollandsworth 
(Presbyterian, S. C.), Norfolk, Va.; 
Salem: John S. Lyles (Davidson), Ches- 
ter, S. C.; Walter W. Moore: William 
B. Kennedy, (Wofford), Spartanburg, 
S. C.; a second Walter W. Moore fellow: 
John Randolph Taylor (Davidson), Dal- 
las, Texas; Thos. Cary Johnson: Rich- 
ard F. Perkins (Richmond Professional 
Institute), Wilmington, N. C. 

All six of the Union fellows are mar- 
ried. 


Mrs. McCain Dies 


Mrs. J. R. McCain, died at her home 
in Decatur, Ga., Dec. 28 after an illness 
of eight months. 

The wife of the longtime president of 
Agnes Scott College, Mrs. McCain is sur- 
vived by three sons and three daughters, 
and the entire family connection has long 
been intimately identified with many 
phases of the church’s life. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


J. 


is- 
ise 
ed 
wW- 
ne 


ay, 
ee 
‘th 


es- 
im 


3. 
*h- 


ar- 


me 
ess 


ur- 
ors, 
ng 
ny 


9K 








LET’S 
Professional Campaign Firms 


WE OFFER THESE ADVANTAGES 
* Consultation without obligation or charge. 


* A long record of success by a firm which raises many millions of dollars an- 
nually for churches, and additional millions for other philanthropic institutions. 


* A highly trained staff of directors whose training in this field is unsurpassed. 


* Experienced supervision which has been tried and tested in 48 states during 
the past 35 years. 


* Charter membership in the organization which sets the ethics for the profes- 
sion, the American Association of Fund Raising Counsel. 


--- AT SURPRISINGLY LOW COST 


You pay no more for the best. Church leaders almost invariably are surprised 
at the relatively modest costs of top-flight professional direction. Our fees are 
based entirely on the number of weeks of service required to make your campaign 
a success. We never charge a percentage, we have no standard fee requiring your 
church to pay partly for another church’s campaign, and you pay no premium 
of any kind for an oversubscription. 


--- WITH THIS ADDED SUPERIORITY 


Besides attaining the financial goal, our chief aim is to strengthen every church 
for which we campaign. Letters and statements from hundreds of clergymen, 
laymen and official church boards attest to this quality of our service. We never 
forget that it is the church for which the funds are being raised. 


Ministers and church leaders are invited to 
consult us without obligation 


KETCHUM, INC. 
Campaign Direction 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING, PITTSBURGH 19, PA. AND 500 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
CARLTON G. KETCHUM, President © NORMAN MACLEOD, Executive Vice President 
MCCLEAN WORK, Vice President * H. L. GILES, Eastern Manager 


Member American Association of Fund Raising Counsel 
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PURSUING THE SAME HIGH 
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John R. Cunningham, President Davidson, N. C. 








FOUNDED IN 1849 


AUSTIN COLLEGE ‘tERMAN 


Consistently, effectively serving the Church in higher edu- 
cation, with graduates in places of distinguished service 
throughout the world. Four-year, co-educational, senior 
college. 





John D. Moseley, President 








WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 








. . . whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world... 





Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President Clinton, South Carolina 
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Educational excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. Owned by the Presbyterians of 
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fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- A Junior College combined with the last 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- two years of preparatory school for 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- girls who wish to complete high school 
year business course. Preparatory work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
department with Ilth, 12th grades. ited Transfer or terminal programs 
Veterans, Moderate charges. Scholar- offered in: 
ships. Self-help. LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 
, 7 MUSIC ART 

& 2 Louis C. LaMotte, M.A. Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 

Th. D., D. D., President tural, and social activities. For catalog 
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wee 55-0, MALTON. WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
NORTH CAROLINA Raleigh, N.C. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Edward E. Lubbers, professor of e€co- 
nomics in Austin College, Sherman, 
Texas, has accepted a call to the First 
church of Sherman which was merged 
last year with the Grand Avenue church, 

H. Middleton Raynal, Berkeley Springs, 
W. Va... will become minister of the 
Providence Rural Parish, living at 
Louisa, Va., beginning Jan. 15. This 
parish consists of five churches and in- 
cludes supervision of Union Seminary 
students who serve in the field. 

Gabriel Abdullah from Atlanta, Ga., to 
2619 Myra Ave., Jacksonville 4, Fla. 

John G. Harrison, Elgin, Texas, has 
accepted a call to the Hyde Park church, 
Austin, Texas. 

J. Allan Christian, who has been serv- 
ing the South Norfolk, Va., church, will 
now supply the Reynolda, N. C., church. 

Andrew E. Kurth from Cedar Rapids, 
lowa, to Tall Oaks Drive, Summit, N. J. 

George Johnson from Wilmington, Del., 
to 1001 Garden Dr., Winter Park, Fla. 

F. J. Fahrion from Tarkio, Mo., to First 
chureh, Vandalia, Mo. 

James G. McMurtry from Dallas, Texas, 
to 5502 Plumb St., Houston 5, Texas. 

Lyndon M. Jackson from Morrilton, 
Ark., to 2906 Idaho St., Dallas, Texas, 
Trinity Heights church. 

Jack Powell from Madison, Fla., to 
1917 Clark St., Laredo, Texas. 

Eugene R. Kellersberger from New 
York to Rt. 1., Melbourne, Fla. 

Ernest Alvin Jupiter, formerly a Bap- 
tist minister, is now a member of Paris 
Presbytery serving the new Negro 
church in Longview, Texas. 

A. H. Key from Monroe, N. C., to the 
Brittain and Union churches, Ruther- 
fordton, N. C. 

James E. Porter from West End, N. C., 
to the New Salem church, Rt. 1, Stony 
Point, N. C. 

Lyndon L. McCutchen from Ft. Worth, 
Texas, to assistant pastor, Wynnewood 
church, Dallas, Texas. 

James A. Booth from Rock Island, 
Tenn., to Paint Lick, Ky. 

Bruce D. Compton, who has been teach- 
ing in the department of religion at 
Macalester College (Presbyterian USA), 
St. Paul, Minn., is pastor of the First 
church, Danville, Ky. 








ATLANTA COUNCIL 

Columbia Seminary’s President J. Mec- 
Dowell Richards is the new president of 
the Atlanta, Ga., Christian Council. 
Robert B. Giffen, a USA Presbyterian, 
is executive secretary of the same body. 


FOSTER PREACHES 

H. C. Foster, who was stricken by in- 
fantile paralysis 28 months ago and is 
confined to a rocking bed in St. Paul’s 
Hospital, Dallas, Texas, recently 
preached the installation sermon when 
newly-elected officers were installed at 
the John Knox church where he formerly 
served. The sermon on “Success and 
Failure in Christian Service’ was re- 
corded on tape in the hospital and then 
taken to the service. Friends and in- 
terested persons have contributed $18,- 
749 to a special H. C. Foster Fund dur- 
ing the past two years. Income from 
this fund has been going toward the 
care of his family. 
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Jesus and the Samaritans 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 24, 1954 
John 4:1-42. Print John 4:27-42 


We are study ing the Gospel according 
to John. In previous lessons we have 
looked at chapter 1, which gives us the 
prologue to the Gospel and the first wit- 
nesses to the fact that Jesus is indeed the 
Son of God; at chapter 2, which describes 
the first signs which Jesus gave; and at 
chapter 3, which tells the story of Nico- 
demus. Chapter 4, to which we now 
come, centers around Jesus’ conversation 
with the woman of Samaria. 


1. Jesus’ Journey into Samaria, 
4:1-6 

Jesus preached the gospel for some 
time in the rural districts of Judea. His 
ministry there was very successful; al- 
most too successful, for the fact that he, 
through his disciples, was baptizing more 
converts than John the Baptist, aroused 
the jealousy of John’s disciples and 
stirred up the dangerous opposition of 
the Pharisees. Jesus did not wish to ap- 
pear as a rival to John. He was not 
ready yet to challenge the spiritual rulers 
of the nation. He withdrew from Judea, 
therefore, with the intention of continu- 
ing his ministry in Galilee. To do so, 
it was necessary for him to pass through 
the province of Samaria. 

This, the central province of Pales- 
tine, was occupied by the descendants of 
the Israelites, left there after the ten 
tribes had been carried into captivity (11 
Kings 17), and the colonists brought 
hither by the Assyrians. Two hundred 
years later men of Judah returned from 
their exile in Babylon. The Samaritans 
were eager to cooperate with them in the 
building of the temple. Because they 
were not pure blooded Israelites, Zerub- 
babel refused the offer. Immediately the 
Samaritans began to plot against the 
peace of the city. From that time the 
two peoples had been bitter enemies. In 
Jesus’ day, five hundred years after the 
beginning of the feud, the Samaritans 
hated the Jews, while the Jews despised 
the Samaritans. Most Jews preferred to 
cross the Jordan and take the long tire- 
some trip through Perea, rather than the 
shorter journey through the lands of the 
Samaritans. The longer route was also 
the safer one. “For the national ani- 
mosity between Jew and Samaritan was 
apt to flicker up into a sudden gleam of 
steel, a scuffle, and an ugly murderous 
stab.” Perhaps these very facts led 
Jesus to choose his course: ‘‘He must 
needs pass through Samaria.” 

Jesus proceeded along the great trunk 
road that runs through the center of the 


land. Noon came. He was hungry and 
tired. He sat down by a well, famous 
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in his day and our own because, accord- 
ing to tradition, it belonged to Jacob 
and had been given by him to Jcseph. 
This well was ten minutes walk from the 
little village of Sychar, and twenty min- 
utes walk in another direction from the 
famous old town of Shechem. His dis- 
ciples left Jesus by the road and went 
into the village to secure food. 


Il. His Conversation by the 
Well, 4:7-26 


1. Tlis Offer, 7-14. <As Jesus sat by 
the well, a Samaritan woman came from 
Sychar to draw water. She brought her 
own bucket and rope, as Bedouins in 
Bible lands do at the present time. She 
came at noon, the hottest part of the day, 
while others were resting, perhaps be- 
cause she wanted to escape the scorn of 
respectable married women. Jesus asked 
her for a drink. To give or receive a 
drink in the Orient “involves fellowship 
and the casting aside of racial or reli- 
gious prejudice. The Jews refused such 
fellowship to the Samaritans.” The rab- 
bis, moreover, disdained to speak to a 
woman in public. One of their precepts 
ran: ‘Let no man talk with a woman 
in the streets, no, not with his own wife. 
Rather burn the words of the law than 
teach them to a woman.” Half-amused, 
half-triumphant, this woman rallied 
Jesus because he, a Jew and a rabbi, was 
forced to ask a favor of her, a woman 
and a Samaritan. 

Jesus, however, had begun the conver- 
sation with a purpose and _ naturally, 
gradually he began to speak to her of 
the water of life. “If you knew what 
is the free gift of God and who is asking 
you for a drink you would have asked 
him instead and he would have given 
you ‘living water.’ Jesus meant that 
he would give her that which would sat- 
isfy the deepest thirst of her soul. The 
woman thought he meant living water. 
It seemed to her a fantastic offer. Im- 
pressed, however, she replied, “Sir, you 
have nothing to draw water with, and 
it is a deep well, where do you get your 
‘living water’?” Jesus answered, “Any- 
one who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, but anyone who drinks the water 
I shall give him will never thirst any 
more.” It is as if he said, “Spiritually 
our positions are reversed. It is yeu who 
are weary and footsore and parched, close 
to the well, yet unable to drink; it is I 
who will give you water from the well 
and quench your thirst forever.” Here 
is one advantage of the water of life. It 
satisfies one’s thirst for all time. 


But that is not all. Jesus continued: 
“The water I shall give him will turn 
into a spring of water (here is a second 
advantage—the water of life is within 
the man, inseparable from him, does not 
have to be sought from without, is not 
dependent on outward circumstances), 
and will well up to eternal life (here is 
the third advantage of the water of life, 
it issues in life everlasting).”” The wom- 
an did not understand what he meant, 
but impressed by his tone and manner, 
she said, “Ah, sir, give me this water; 
so that IT need net thirst or come all this 
road to draw water.” 

2. The First Condition, 4:15-18, Very 
abruptly Jesus changed the subject and 
bade her go and bring her husband. “1 
have no husband,” she replied. “You are 
right when vou say that you have no hus- 
band,” Jesus answered, “for you have 
had tive husbands and the man you are 
now living with is not your husband. 
What veu say is true.” 

Why did Jesus introduce this topic ? 
There can be only one reason. Before 
he could give her the water for which 
she had asked, the water which would 
satisfy all the needs of her soul, she must 
become conscious of her sin, she must face 
it and put it away from her forever. 
Theiefore, with that same searching in- 
sight which he had displayed in the case 
of Peter and Nathaniel and Nicodemus, 
he uncovered the deep sore of her life. 
The woman replied quickly, “I see that 
you are a prophet, sir. Our forefathers 
worshipped God on this mountain (Geri- 
zim, towering above Sychar) and _ yet 
you Jews say that people must worship 
God at Jerusalem.” 

Why did she raise this question ? Some 
say that she desired to change the topic 
of conversation to cover her confusion 
at this sudden disclosure of her shame. 
Just as men today sometimes fall back 
upon theological controversy and attempt 
to argue about religious difficulties to 
avoid the demands which Christ makes 
upon their lives. It may be, however, 
that there was in her heart a true thirst 
after God. It was this, no doubt, that 
prompted Jesus’ original offer. In the 
days of Ezra and Nehemiah a certain 
Manasseh, a man of priestly descent. 
married the daughter of Sanballat, the 
leader of the Samaritans (Neh. 13:28) 
and was thereupon expelled from Jeru- 
salem. He fled to Samaria and set up 
what he claimed to be the true worship 
on Mount Gerizim. The temple built 
there had been destroyed by the Jews in 
130 B.C., yet the Samaritans in no way 
receded from their claims, and as a mat- 
ter of fact continue their worship on 
Gerizim to the present day. It may be, 
then, that this woman with her conscience 
pricked, was cenfused. Where could she 
find God and the forgiveness of her sins? 

3. The Second Condition, 4:21-26. 
Jesus told the woman plainly that salva- 
tion came from the Jews and not from 
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the Samaritans. Then he proceeded to 
give to this poor, ignorant Samaritan 
woman the “grandest discourse ever ut- 
tered on the universality and spirituality 
of worship. He showed her that worship 
is not a matter of mountains and temples 
but of heart and spirit.” The essential 
thing is not that one be in a certain place 
(any place will do and no place is suf- 
ficient in itself), but that one’s worship 
be marked by a spiritual reality. God 
is a Spirit and they that worship him 
must worship in spirit (that is, with 
their heart and mind, and in truth, that 
is, in reality). 

The woman was led by these words to 
speak of the coming Messiah. For the 
first time Jesus openly declared, “I am 
he.” Here we have the climax of Jesus’ 
conversation with the woman of Samaria. 
In the first phase of the conversation he 
had offered to give her the water of life. 
In the second phase he had left her to 
face the great sin which kept her from 
its enjoyment. In the third and cul- 
minating phase he invited her to con- 
sider his own claims as the Messiah. It 
is as if he would say to her (and to us): 
“In order to drink of this water which 
will satisfy the deepest thirst of your be- 
ing forever, vou must turn away from 
your sin, and trust me as your Savior 
and Lord.” 


Ill. Further Conversation with 
the Disciples, 4:27-38 

The disciples came into sight just about 
the time Jesus made his great declara- 
tion. The woman, forgetting her original 
errand, oblivious of her water pot, hasten- 
ed to the citv. To everyone she met she 
poured out her tale. ‘“‘Come, here is a 
man who has told me everything I ever 
did. Do you suppose he is the Christ?” 
Many believed because of the testimony 
she bore. All of them rushed out of the 
village to see for themselves the new 
prophet who might he the Christ. 

Jesus, meanwhile, was too happy to 
eat. His disciples could not understand 
the situation, but Jesus explained, “TI 
have food to eat of which you do not 
know. . . . My food is doing the will of 
him who has sent me and finishing his 
work.” We recall in this connection his 
boyhood statement, ‘“‘T must be about my 
Father’s business,” and of the scene in 
the Temple, when the disciples remem- 
bered that it was written, “Zeal for thy 
house shall eat me up.” 

Jesus proceeded to speak of the great 
opportunity which lay before his dis- 
ciples. “It is December, and you say 
the harvest is four months off. Lift up 


your eyes (the road was full of people 
streaming out of the village), and look 
on the fields, that they are white already 
unto the harvest.” Then the promise, 
“He that reapeth receiveth wages,” not 
material wages surely, but such wages as 
no money can buy, “and gathereth fruit 
unto life eternal.” In the harvest fields 
one must wait long for the fruit of one’s 
toil, but in the gospel the preliminary 
work is generally done by others; the 
soil has been prepared, it may be, by the 
gracious providence of God. Always 
there are souls ready to respond if only 
the laborer is understanding and ready. 
Here in Samaria the field has been pre- 
pared. ‘Herein is the saying true, one 
soweth and another reapeth. I sent you 
(in Judea, so again now) to reap where- 
on ye have not labored; others labored 
and ye are entered into their labors.” 


IV. Jesus’ Ministry in Samaria, 
4:39-52 

Jesus’ anticipations were soon realized. 
The people of Sychar urged him to stay 
in their midst. He remained in the little 
village for two days. As a result many 
believed on him, not only because of 
the woman who had talked with him by 
the well, but because “we have heard 
him ourselves, and we know that he is 
really the Savior of the world.” 

John’s announced purpose, we have 
seen, was to write that we may believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and that 
believing we may have life through his 
name. He tells us here how some came 
to have faith. They believed, first, be- 
cause of the testimony of an erring 
woman, who had come to believe that 
Jesus was the Messiah, but at the last 
because they had lived in his presence, 
listened to his words, and experienced 
his power. 


For Thought and Action 

1. Jesus Offers Us the Water of 1.ie. 
Water can satisfy our physical thirsts, 
but there are other thirsts that no one 
can satisfy but Jesus. Sherwood Eddy 
says: 

“IT remember a day twenty years ago 
when this verse (Jn. 4:14) broke into 
my life like a pent-up rushing stream 
that had burst its dam. It was the dark- 
est day of my life. I was suffering from 
nervous prostration and insomnia. My 
work was a failure and I was discouraged 
end rebellious. The whole world looked 
black and blue. That morning I cried 
to him to show me the way out, for some- 
how I had missed the way. My life had 
been filled with overwork, rather than 
overflow. It had been one of strain and 
worry, not of peace and joy.” 
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Then suddenly these words came to 
him, Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst. 
Continues Sherwood Eddy: 


“On that morning, twenty years ago 
I began to drink of the deeper springs of 
life. Before I had been drinking of those 
‘broken cisterns’ that can hold no water. 
I had gone across Europe in search of 
pleasure, yet somehow happiness had 
always eluded me. I was not satisfied 
and I knew that something was wrong. 
I had been serving two masters, God 
and Mammon, Christ and self. But that 


day I came back to the fountain of 
Jesus Christ himself. There have been 
failures since. But he has kept his 


promise, for in all the years since that 
morning, by his grace, there has not been 
one hour of despair, not an hour of 
darkness. There have been intellectual 
problems that one could not solve, the 
pressure of the problem of evil, the 
problem of pain and human suffering, 
and unjust social conditions, but at the 
center there has always been a satisfying 
certainty of peace and joy. So full and 
so satisfying has Christ’s presence been, 
so constant and growing, that the doubts 
and difficulties and problems live out on 
the fringe of life. One thing I know; 
that Jesus satisfies. Sick or well, at 
home or absent, in apparent success or 
apparent failure, so long as we drink, we 
surely shall never thirst.” 


2. Jesus Explains the Nature of True 


Worship. God is a Spirit, and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and 
in truth. Because God is a Spirit God 
is everywhere and is personal. Worship 
does not consist in outward forms and 
ceremonies as the Jews and Samaritans 
were wont to think and as multitudes even 
in our own day still appear to think. 
Worship is an inward reverence, the bow- 
ing down of the soul in the presence of 
God, an awesome sense of our dependence 
on him, the blending of our finite spirits 
in faith and love with his infinite spirit. 
It is not enough to have the spirit of 
worship. That spirit must be rightly 
directed, so as to bring the worshipper 
into touch with reality. “The Father 
seeketh such to worship him.” Religion 
is not merely man’s search for God. God 
is also seeking us. We have reason to 
believe, therefore, that if we seek we shall 
surely find. 

3. Jesus Gives Us an Opportunity for 
Service and Promises U's the Appropriate 
Rewards. “The fields are white unto 
the harvest.” It was true then, it is true 
today, it will alwavs be trve. World 
events have prepared the soil. Other men 
have labored and we have entered into 
their labors. God grant that we may not 
let the opportunity slip. 

“The world is weary of new tricks of 
thought 

That lead to nought; 

Sick of quack remedies prescribed in 
vain 

For mortal pain; 
Yet still above them 

stands 

With outstretched hands.” 


all, one Figure 
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BOOK NOTES 


WHERE THERE IS LIFE. By Les- 
lie C. Sayre. Friendship Press, New 
York. 61 pp., $1.50, cloth; $1, paper. 


A series of photographs accompanied 
by brief explanations illustrating effec- 
tively various aspects of the Christian 
enterprise around the world. Splendid 





photography vividly portrays what it 
means to exercise the compassion of 
Christ. Especially appropriate for a 


browsing table for older children and 
younger adolescents. 

J. WaLton STEWART, JR. 
Natchez, Miss. 


HOW TO LIVE WITH YOUR 
TEEN-AGER. By Dorothy W. Baruch. 
McGraw-Hill Co., N. Y. 263 pp., $3.75. 


The author of New Ways in Discipline, 
Parents Are People and One Little Boy, 
has written another book that should be 
widely helpful. As the title indicates, it 
comes to grips with the concerns of par- 
ents about their teen-agers and _ their 
problems. 

The approach is honest, direct and 
courageous. Out of her rich experience 
as a consultant psychologist, Dr. Baruch 
offers illuminating counsel for distressed 
(or well-satisfied) parents and for teen- 
agers who want to understand them- 
selves. 


THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS (formerly the 
Snowden-Douglass Sunday School Les- 
sons), 1954, by Earl L. Douglass. The 
Macmillan Co., N. Y., 473 pp. $2.95. 


This is a sane, conservative, compact, 
practical commentary on the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons, well 
known and well-beloved by many Sun- 
day School teachers, which any teacher 
will find useful in his preparation of the 
lesson. A new feature, added this year, 
is a list of suggested audio-visual mate- 
rials for each lesson of the year. 





RADIO 


CHRIST CALLS YOU 
Christ Calls You To Take Up 
Your Cross 
SYNODS’ EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
Week of January 17 


SYNOD SPEAKER 
Arkansas Dr. Roy L. Davis 
Florida Dr. Stephen T. Harvin 
Georgia Rev. Thomas H. McDill, Jr. 


North Carolina Rev. Russell B. Fleming 
Tennessee Rev. John W. Grimes 


Check local station for time 
Produced in cooperation with 
Division of Radio and Television 

BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 





Christian Faith and Communist Faith. 
Edited by D. M. Mackinnon. St. Martin’s 
Press, N. Y. $4.50. 

Crossroad Decisions. Henry R, Rust. The 
Pilgrim Press, Boston, Mass, $1.00. 

The U. S. and Latin America—Headline 
Series. Herbert L. Matthews & Lula T. 
Holmes. Foreign Policy Association, N. Y. 

God’s Psychiatry, Charles L. Allen. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, Westwood, 
N. J. $2.00. 

New Hearts—New Faces. 
Gene Phillips. 
$2.00. 

Think on These i’. 0 %6. Ellis Large. 


Emory Ross & 
Friendship Press. N. Y. 


Harper & Brothers, N. 

Unwilling Journey. om Gollwitzer. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $3.50. 

The Bible in Questions and Answers. 
Vol. I, William A, Karraker. David Mc- 
Kay Co., Inc., N. Y, $7.50. 

Serving Successful Snacks and Meals for 
Club, Lodge, Church & Civic Groups. Field 
Re search Division, Paper Cup & Container 
Institute, Inc., Paper, free. 

Patterns of Protestant Church Music. 
Robert M. Stevenson. Duke Uniyersity. 
Press, Durham, N.C. $4.00. 

The Baptist Witness. Henry K. Rowe & 
Robert G. Torbet. The Judson Press, Phil- 
adelphia. $1.50. 

Tents Toward the Sunrise. Charles W. 
Koller. The Judson Press, Philadelphia. 
$2.00. 

The Catholic Church and the Race Ques- 
tion. Yves M.-J Congar. Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, N. Y. 40 cents, paper. 

Diary of a Disciple. William C. Berke- 
meyer. Muhlenburge Press, Philadelphia. 
$1.75. 

Pedro, Dorothy Divers. Augsburg Pub- 
lishing House. Minneapolis, Minn. $1.09. 

The Irish and Catholic Power, Paul 
Blanshard. The Beacon Press, Boston, 
Mass. $3.50. 

How to Be a Board or Committee Mem- 
ber. Roy Sorenson. Association Press, N. Y. 
$1.00. 

Growing Spiritually. E. Stanley Jones. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville. $1.50. 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, illus- 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Pub- 
lisher. It tells how we can publish, promote and dis- 
tribute your book, as we have done for hundreds of other 
writers. All subjects considered. a authors welcomed. 
Ww i. jeder for Booklet P. It’s fre 

31 St., N. 1. 


ANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 120 “Ww. 
ys Calif.: 6356 Hollywood Bivd., Heltsweod 28 








American 
Auditorium Chairs + 
with pew ends 


ctmeucan 
AUDITORIUM CHAIRS 
FOR DIGNITY AND COMFORT 


Increasingly, modern churches 
are turning to the dignity and 
comfort, as well as the beauty 
and durability of American Up- 
holstered Chairs. This type of 
seating also lends itself to curved 
rows. Write to us in detail about 
your needs. 

DEPARTMENT 1143 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
World's Leader in Public Seating 
354 Nelson St, S. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas 











Accredited Liberal Arts 
College ... Outstanding 
Conservatory of Music 
-.- Christian, homelike 
atmosphere ... Joyous 
campus life ... Investi- 
gate 


M.S. WOODSON, Pres. 
Red Springs, N. C. 








GETTING TO 
KNOW 
GOD 


By 





JOHN 
A. 
REDHEAD 








Minister, First Presbyterian Church, 
Greensboro, N. C. 


What is God like? Who is he? 
Where is he? How can a man 
get to know him? 


Answers to these questions de- 
termine the course of our lives— 
our everyday relationships, our 
eternal destiny. 


Here, in the language of men who 
seek him, are messages that show 
us what God is like—his nature, his 
wisdom, his saving power, his per- 
sonality as revealed in Jesus Christ. 
Here is reassurance of his nearness 
and compassion—and his power to 
draw us to the fullness of life, both 
now and forever. 


The Chapters—Getting to Know God 
—A God Who Grows—A Glimpse of 
God—Looking at God Through Christ 
—Pathways to God—The Wisdom of 
God—The Love of God—The Will of 
God—The Power of God—tThe Provi- 
dence of God—The Holiness of God— 
The Triumphant God—The Saving God 
—The Healing God—The God of All 
Comfort—The God of All Grace. 


GETTING TO KNOW GOD brings log- 
ical, clear-as-a-bell messages that are 
stimulating, convincing, and moving— 
a vital approach to the Christian's most 
important subject. 





$2 At All Bookstores 
ABINGDON PRESS 
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HERE’S A MESSAGE FOR YOU 


ity Gpokan 


_ ABOUT HIS 


NEW BOOK 


_ “PEACE WITH GOD” 


“THIS BOOK has been written not for the 
theologians and philosophers but for the 
man im the-street. My purpose is to give him 
a clear understanding of a new way of life 
that was presented by an unknown Galilean 
two thousand years ago. I have endeavored to 
present it in the languag- of the common 
man, that ‘the wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein’. 

“My object is not to get you to a particular 


denomination or church—but to get you to 
a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to encourage, strengthen, and build up 
the Christian in the most holy faith. 

“*Peace With God’ has literally been pre- 
pared on our knees. We have felt the con- 
tinual presence of God. My daily prayer will 
be that in this hour of confusion and crisis, 
this book will be used to bring you to peace 
with God.”—Billy Graham 


JOIN THE CIHU CLUB OF INSPIRATIONAL BOOKS AND GET 


TWO BOOKS * omy $176 


BILLY GRAHAM’S “PEACE WITH GOD” 
AND ANY ONE OF THE OTHER 
BOOKS SHOWN BELOW! 


Thousands of American families are 
making the exciting discovery that the 
CIHU Club of Inspirational Books offers 
them the finest, most worthwhile spiritual 
books being published today—at astonish- 
ing cash savings that fit right in the 
family budget! Many of the thousands of 
fine people wh? are already members have 
written us absu, the wonderful benefits 
they have received from CIHU books. They 
speak with joy of being led toward fuller, 
richer living—of learning how to pray and 
what to pray for—of gaining a new peace of 
mind and soul never dreamed of before. 

You are invited to join CIHU with 
these other splendid families and as an 
inducement to mail the coupon NOW 
you may have Billy Graham's great in- 
spirational work “Peace With God” plus Re ee 
any one of the other books shown on CUHD) 2022 he Sinek Lonteah, 
this page for just $1.76 with membership! world-famous missionary. : 

The Way To Victorious Living =a ae 71 

As @ member, yu pay no fees, no dues Mail Coupon Now! 


of any kind; you shoose only the books 4g 
you want to rec , and pay just $1.76 TWO BOOKS FOR ONLY $1.76! 
(plus small ship :ng charge) for each, ““‘PEACE WITH GOD” t 


regardless of the ‘nuch higher publish- 
vers’ prices. Your sole obligation as a i AND THE OME SOCK F) mew Sew 


member is to accept just four books dur- | LJ What Prayer Can Do 
ing the members’ tp year, and you may 4 (_] The Greatest Faith Ever Known i 
cancel your mem) frship after accepting CIHU Club of Inspirational Books 

only four books. “urthermore, you par- ff Box 959, Mineola, New York 

ticipate in the ‘Book-savings Plan”, ‘ Please send me at once Billy Graham's ‘‘Peace 
your way to enjov exciting savings on With God" and the one book I have checked above 
the reference vo! mes, Bibles, diction- Fry my Free Gift and first selection—both for only 
aries and great rei slous works you want H $17, pis summa, Hai me one CIRU Cup 


in your home. member I agree to notify you in advance if I do 


ay! wish -? receive _ book. I may wy ty few 1 
fof (oleh) eV. bao), | me) me | +) Oe Et aed) Oe 1010) OM, oe ony si iG plus shipping. 1 understand that T 


may resign membership at any time after accept- 
THE GREATEST FAITH EVER KNOWN HOW TO BELIEVE 


Mail the Coupon For Your 
TWO Wonderful Books—Today! 

The coupon enrolls you as a member, 
and then each month you will receive 
your copy of “Glad Tidings”, the club’s 
fascinating booklet containing medita- 
tion, prayers and thoughtful reviews of 
all the inspiring new books being pub- 
lished. You read about the club’s month- 
ly selection in this magazine, and as a 
member you choose only those selections 
you want. You may continue club mem- 
bership as long as you like, or resign at 
any time after accepting four books. 

May We urge you to mail the coupon 
today and get your TWO books at once! 














ing four selections and that I am to participate in 
A WHAT PRAYER CAN DO i the club’s ‘*Book-savings Plan’’. NOTE: If not 
by Fulton Oursler and April : delighted I may return both books within 7 days i 
Oursler Armstrong and this membership will be cancelled. 


Mr. 
See 
Miss (Please Print) 


The superb story , nit 
of the founding ; fel? 
of Christianity; | hor te ss 
final volume of & one 
the greatest re- Be or 
ligious trilogy in” gat™ 
all literature. | 
Publisher’s edi- j 

tion, $3.95, 


by Ralph W. Sockman 


Millions of peo- 
ple have written 


Dr. Sockman ;} 
with questions | 
about faith. This | 


volume answers 


them and yow 


will find it a gold 
mine of wonder- 
ful reading, 


by the Editors 

of Guideposts 

Dramatic, real. 
life examples of 
the power of 
prayer — and a 
guide to effec- 
tive praying. 15 
beautiful full- 
page photos. A 
library must! 





Street and No.. 





—————— ae 
Offer good only in the U.S. A. 
on OS se ee ee es os 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





al 





